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Sharjah Art Foundation (SAF) has announced the names of 37 artists creating new
commissions, and a total of some 100 artists invited to participate in Sharjah Biennial 11 (SB11),
Re:emerge, March 13 — May 13, 2013, in Sharjah, United Arab Emirates. Some of the newly
selected artists are Burak Arikan, Tony Chakar, Thomas Demand, Mohamed Ali Fadlabi, Valia
Fetisov, Simon Fujiwara, Carsten Héller, Gabriel Lester, Pedro Reyes, Shahzia Sikander, and Liu
Wei. See list of artists announced to date on the last page of this document.

SB11 Curatorial Concept

Inspired by the courtyard in Islamic architecture—in particular the historical courtyards of Sharjah,
where elements of both public and private life intertwine—SB11 Curator Yuko Hasegawa
proposes a new cultural cartography that reconsiders the relationships between the Arab world,
Asia, the Far East, through North Africa to Latin America.

Sharjah Art Foundation New Art Spaces

The opening of SB11 will mark the inauguration of SAF’s five new multi-functional art spaces in the
Sharjah Heritage Area which have been in development since 2009. With approximately 20,000
square feet of interior space, connected by open-air courtyards and rooftop terraces, these new
spaces will provide venues for SAF’s growing activities and the increasing needs of its community.

Sharjah Biennial Opening Week Programme & March Meeting Dates
The Opening Week Programme will begin with the opening on March 13, 2013, followed by the
evening Biennial Awards ceremony. Events March 13-17 will include performances, films,



lectures, and the annual March Meeting, a symposium featuring thematic sessions and moderated
panel discussions that will contextualise the concept of SB11.

Film Programme

Curated by Thai filmmaker Apichatpong Weerasethakul, it will feature programming by leading
figures in the film industry, including Steve Anker, Dean of the School of Film/Video at California
Institute of the Arts (CalArts), Los Angeles; Khavn De La Cruz, Poet, Pianist, Filmmaker,
Mondomanila, the Philippines; Ali Jaafar, Executive Director, Independent Film Division, Quinta
Communications, London; Mehelli Modi, Founder of Second Run DVD, London; Alcino Leite
Neto, Editor, Sao Paulo; Jean-Pierre Rehm, Theorist, Festival director, FIDMarseille, Paris; Tilda
Swinton, Scotland; and Apichatpong Weerasethakul, Film Director/ Producer, Chiang Mai,
Thailand. The programme will include evening screenings in an outdoor cinema in SAF’s new art
spaces of commissioned films, existing productions, and curated film programmes.

Music and Performance Programme

International and regional artists will be featured in a series of music and performance events that
will take place throughout SB11. As part of this programme, Lebanese sound artist Tarek

Atoui will orchestrate a series of new commissions by more than ten international musicians,
including percussionists who will perform on the roofscape of SAF's art spaces, and an SB11
commissioned solo performance by Egyptian artist Hassan Khan during the opening week. Later
events include a Skype-based dance performance by Tunisian dancer and choreographer duo
Selma and Sofiane Ouissi and an audiovisual concert by Japanese sound artist Ryoji Ikeda in
April.

Towards a New Cultural Cartography Panel at Tate Modern, January 26

In the lead-up to SB11, Tate Modern hosts a preview panel discussion including Hoor Al-Qasimi,
President, Sharjah Art Foundation; Yuko Hasegowa, Curator, SB11; Wael Shawky, participating
artist; academics Sarat Maharaj and Paul Gilroy in conversation; and a question and answer
session chaired by Marko Daniel, Tate. In holding a preview debate, Tate and SAF hope to open
the floor to important questions about international contemporary art. For further information:
http://www.tate.org.uk/whats-on/tate-modern/talks-and-lectures/towards-new-cultural-cartography.

About the Sharjah Art Foundation (SAF)

SAF brings a broad range of contemporary art and cultural programmes to the communities of
Sharjah, the UAE and the region. Since 2009, SAF has built on the history of cultural collaboration
and exchange that began with the first Sharjah Biennial in 1993.

For more information on SAF and its programmes, visit http://www.sharjahart.org.
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ARTISTS PRESENTING WORK IN SHARJAH BIENNIAL 11:

Sharjah Biennial 11
Commissions

Saadane Afif

Nevin Aladag

Burak Arikan

CAMP (Shaina Anand
and Ashok Sukumaran)
Tiffany Chung

Thomas Demand

Isil Egrikavuk
Mohamed Ali Fadlabi
Valia Fetisov

Thilo Frank

Yang Fudong

Simon Fujiwara
Tamar Guimaraes and
Kasper Akhgj
Anawana Haloba
Carsten Holler

Runa Islam
kamarstudios

Lucia Koch

Gabriel Lester
Jumana Manna and Sille
Storihle

Studio Mumbai - Bijoy
Jain

Nasir Nasrallah
Ernesto Neto

Otobong Nkanga
OFFICE Kersten Geers
David Van Severen
Raqgs Media Collective
Ryuichi Sakamoto,
Seigen Ono, and Shiro
Takatani

Anri Sala

Kazuyo Sejima + Ryue
Nishizawa / SANAA
Wael Shawky
Shimabuku

Shahzia Sikander
SUPERFLEX, Jakob
Fenger, Rasmus Nielsen
and Bjgrnstjerne
Christiansen

Shiro Takatani

Ana Torfs

Apichatpong
Weerasethakul
YOVO! YOVO! Eylien
Kdnig, Martina
Mahlknecht, Martin
Prinoth and Doris
Margarete Schmidt

Additional artists:

Mohamed Abdelkarim
Sarah Abu Abdullah
Ravi Agarwal

John Akomfrah
Jananne Al-Ani
Mounir Al-Shaarani
Francis Alys
Carlos Amorales
Alfredo and Isabel
Aquilizan

Ammar Al Attar
Young-Whan Bae
Ismail Bahri
Matthew Barney and
Elizabeth Peyton
Luz Maria Bedoya
Tony Chakar
David Claerbout
Latifa Echakhch
Olafur Eliasson
Hala Elkoussy
Monir Shahroudy
Farmanfarmaian
Shilpa Gupta
Zeinab Al Hashemi
Zhang Hui

Yu-ichi Inoue
Wang Jianwei
Lamia Joreige
Jesper Just

Amar Kanwar

Miki Kasahara
Yazan Khalili
Pablo Lobato
Basim Magdy
Basir Mahmood
Taus Makhacheva
Cinthia Marcelle
Hassan Massoudy
Ahmed Mater

Amina Menia
Angelica Mesiti
Magdi Mostafa
Gabriel Orozco
Sara Rahbar
Ayman Ramadan
Sara Ramo
Marwan Rechmaoui
Pedro Reyes
Marwa Rustam
Khaled Sabsabi
Yang Shaobin
Pascale Marthine Tayou
Eduardo Terrazas
Jalal Toufic
Charwei Tsai
Fumito Urabe

Liu Wei

Tintin Wulia

Hu Xianggian



